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 MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT

UPCOMING EVENTS
+ News from our members

 DTA

 Painting Exhibition

Brexit

 UCSI scholarship 

 Air Corridor 

 Pro bono/ Mentorship Scheme

 Mobile Application 
development

 CBC President’s dinner

         Memorandum of 
Understanding : SACC

 
Talk on Succession Panning

 

Talk on Small and 
Medium Enterprise

 Visits to CBC

Note to readers: The opinions expressed by editors and writers in this newsletter are theirs alone, and do not reflect the 
opinions of the Chinese Business Chamber or any board member/employee thereof. The Chinese Business Chamber is 
not responsible for the accuracy of any of the information supplied in this newsletter.
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Dear fellow members,

I am delighted to address you in this fourth issue of our Chinese Business 
Chamber (CBC) Newsletter.

As CBC President, I continue to focus our leadership efforts on 
sharing practical ways to better utilise the resources of the Chamber 
and platform to make a difference – professionally and personally, 
regardless of how new or how seasoned we are.

I am pleased to report that our last Annual President’s dinner held on 
24th March 2016 at the Intercontinental Mauritius Resort Balaclava in 
Balaclava was very successful. More than 350 guests, including the 
President of the Republic of Mauritius, the Prime Minister and members 
of his cabinet, members of the diplomatic corps and distinguished 
guests of the private and public sectors attended the dinner. This 
provided a unique opportunity for our members and guests to network. 
Our Prime Minister and our keynote speaker, Mr Ramesh Basant Roi, the 
Governor of the Bank of Mauritius, addressed us.

A landmark in the Chamber’s activities, which I announced in the 
previous Newsletter, is the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding 
with the South African Chamber of Commerce in Mauritius. Both 
Chambers have similar objectives and through this MOU, we will see 
an increased networking scope and an expansion in the business 
opportunities. This can only benefit our respective members. In 
furtherance of its objective to look towards Africa, we are talking to 
the Chinese Chamber of Commerce in Eastern Africa for the signing of 
a similar MOU.

Since our last Newsletter, we have also had the pleasure of receiving 
in our office, many high profile delegations from the following 
organisations:
- CPPCC Shanghai Committee delegation
- The Chinese People’s Association for Friendship with Foreign 

Countries
- Chinese Chamber of Commerce in Eastern Africa
- Hakka Associations from Beijing and Schenzhen
- The Bank of China

The Chamber was also invited by the Nam Shun Fooy Koon Society to 
welcome a delegation of government officials and business people 
from the Nan Hai province.

During those meetings, the Board members and I communicated to 
the delegates the advantages of doing business in Mauritius and/
or using our country as a platform for their African ventures. We also 
emphasised the importance of local knowledge and offered the 
various skills of CBC members to assist them in their projects.

In association with our partner, the Hua Lien Association, we held 2 
further talks, namely “Family and Business Succession Planning” and 
“Growing your Business by taking Advantage of SME Schemes”, both 
of which were well attended by members of both associations. Pr
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• Mr Jean Pascal Yen Fong TSIN SA 
AH-VI, director of Udis Ltd, was made 
Chevalier de l’Ordre Nationale 
du Merite, France; and Officer 
of the Order of the Star and Key 
of the Indian Ocean (OSK)  (For 
contriibution in the development of 
trade and industry)

• Obituary:The CBC is deeply 
saddened by the news of Former 
President Ah Kin Ip Kwok Sheung 
passing . Thoughts and prayers are 
with the family.

• Talk on the National Budget 2016/17 in August 2016 
• Visit to Mozambique in September 2016 
• Visit to China in November 2016 

Please follow us on our Website (http://cbcmauritius.com/) and join us on our 
“Chinese Business Chamber (Mauritius)” Facebook group

News from 
our Members:
• Architect Jean Pierre Kee Shui TIN TSIN FONG  

has been awarded the Focus Countries’ 
Commendation Award (FCCA) by ‘JK AYA (India)’ 
for an Outstanding Art-piece of a Villa and Chalet 
project in Rivière-Noire. (See more about the 
project: http://www.urbanscapeltd.com ).“

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

We also organised a talk on Mozambique which was given by a consultant 
with a view to give members an insight in the business environment and 
politics of the country. Following the interest generated from this talk, we 
are intending to organise a trade mission to Mozambique, in September 
2016. Other forthcoming events include a visit to China, on the invitation 
of the Chinese People’s Association from Friendship with Foreign Countries. 
This is scheduled for November 2016. The joint trade fair with our partner, 
Hua Lien Association has now been re-scheduled and further information 
will be communicated to members in due course.

I believe the greatest value you can receive from your membership is 
through involvement in CBC committees and Board. There are numerous 
opportunities within our organisation to get involved and our committees 
invite you to share your talents and energy with your fellow CBC members. 
For your information we have the following Committees:
- Communication Committee,
- Talks Committee,
- Youth Committee,
- Directory Committee
- Pro Bono Committee. This committee comprises members who dispense 

advice from their respective professions, legal, IT, accountancy free of 
charge to start-ups and younger members of the Chamber.

I would like to thank and acknowledge our Communications Committee 
Chair, Delphine Yeung Sik Yuen and her fellow committee members for 
taking the lead on refreshing our Chamber’s communications with the goal 
of making it easier for our members to learn about events that are the most 
interesting and applicable to them. If you want to learn more about all of 
our committees please reach out to a Board member or Committee Chair 
to find out how you can join the Committee.

In closing, my wish to each of you is to see your business and you grow 
professionally and personally in 2016. The Chinese Business Chamber is 
here to provide many opportunities to assist our members in achieving their 
professional and personal goals.

I look forward to seeing each of you at upcoming events and to making a 
difference together.

All the best,

Lee Meng How Onsiong 
President, Chinese Business Chamber 

August 2016

4

Dear Readers,

I feel really pleased and 

honored to introduce 

myself as the incoming 

CBC Chairperson of 

the Communication 

Committee. The goal of 

our newsletter is to better 

inform and connect with 

our members.

In this newsletter we have 

a collection of articles 

written by our members 

ranging from tech-savy to 

business know-how. You 

will also be interested to 

note all the activities and 

events that the Chamber 

has organised during the 

first half of the year.

I take this occasion to 

thank my Communication 

Committee for their 

dedication and hard 

work they have put in 

delivering this newsletter. I 

would also encourage all 

our members to keep an 

active eye on our website 

(www.cbcmauritius.com) 

and on our Facebook 

page “Chinese Business 

Chamber” for the latest 

news and events.

Happy reading!

Best regards,

Delphine Yeung Sik Yuen
Chairperson of 
Communication 
Committee.
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AMENDMENT TO INDIA 
– MAURITIUS DOUBLE 

TAXATION AGREEMENT

Limitation of 
Benefits (LOB) 
Article
A shell or conduit company which is a 
resident of Mauritius will not be entitled 
to treaty benefits for investments made 
from 1 April 2017 to 31 March 2019 if it is 
set up primarily just to take advantage of 
the treaty.  A shell or conduit company is 
defined as:
• any legal entity which is resident 

in Mauritius with negligible or no 
business operations or with no real and 
continuous business activities carried 
out in Mauritius.

• not incurring a minimum expenditure 
on operations in Mauritius of at least 
MUR 1.5 million in the immediately 
preceding 12 months.  

• A company listed on a recognised 
stock exchange in Mauritius cannot 
be considered to be a shell or conduit 
company.  

INTEREST
Derived by banks
The taxation of interest arising in India 
by banks resident in Mauritius is being 
changed as follows:
• Debt claims or loans existing before 1 

April 2017 – exempt from tax in India as 
presently applicable.

• Debt claims or loans made after 31 
March 2017 – withholding tax at the 
rate of 7.5% in India.

Impact on tax receipt by 

Government of Mauritius
Banks are paying pay tax at an effective 
rate of 3% on their foreign source interest 
income.  When the above measures will 
come into force they will continue to pay 
the same amount of tax in Mauritius as it 
is not beneficial to claim the tax paid in 
India as foreign tax credit.

Derived by others
Currently interest derived by a resident of Mauritius 
from India is taxable in India at the rate of tax 
prevailing in India.  Following the amendment, the 
rate of tax will be limited to 7.5%.

It remains to be seen whether the Indian tax 
authorities will not apply the provisions of the 
General Anti-Avoidance Rules (GAAR) just in 
the same way as they wanted to apply them 
against the capital gains had the treaty not been 
amended.

Impact on tax receipt 

by Government of Mauritius
Recipients of interest income will pay tax at an 
effective rate of 3% if they are Global Business 
Licence enterprises or 7.5% in other cases as 7.5% 
has already been paid in India whereas previously 
no tax was payable in Mauritius as the tax paid in 
India was higher than the tax charge in Mauritius.

PERMANENT 
ESTABLISHMENT
An enterprise resident in Mauritius providing services, 
including consultancy services, through employees 
or other personnel for the same or connected 
project for a period or periods aggregating more 
than 90 days within any 12-month period will be 
deemed to have a permanent establishment 
(PE) in India.  The existence of a PE in India means 
the profits of the enterprise will be subject to tax 
in India.  These profits will also be subject to tax 
in Mauritius at the rate of 15% but credit can be 
claimed in respect of the tax already paid in India.

Impact on tax receipt by 

Government of Mauritius
As the tax rate in India is higher than in Mauritius, 
after claiming foreign tax credit no tax will be 
payable in Mauritius whereas previously tax of 3% 
was paid by Global Business Licence enterprises or 
15% by any other enterprises.
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FEES FOR TECHNICAL 
SERVICES
Fees for technical services as consideration for 
managerial or technical or consultancy services, 
including the provision of services of technical or 
other personnel, will be taxed at the rate of 10% in 
India.

OTHER INCOME
Currently income not specifically mentioned in 
the treaty derived from India is taxed in Mauritius.  
Following the amendment, such income will be 
taxed in India.

Impact on tax receipt by Government of Mauritius
As the tax rate in India is higher than in Mauritius, 
after claiming foreign tax credit no tax will be 
payable in Mauritius whereas previously tax of 3% 
was paid by Global Business Licence enterprises or 
15% by any other person.

EXCHANGE OF 
INFORMATION
The Article on the Exchange of Information is being 
updated to become more elaborate to enable 
the exchange of all relevant information in relation 
to the application of the treaty or the enforcement 
of domestic tax laws.  It will not be possible not to 
exchange information solely on the grounds that 
the information is held by a bank or other financial 
institution or nominee or person acting in an 
agency or a fiduciary capacity.

ASSISTANCE IN THE 
COLLECTION OF 
TAXES
This new Article is being introduced so that the 
two countries help each other for the collection of 
taxes.

The Protocol will come into force after it has been 
ratified by both countries.

On 10 May 2016, the Government of 
India and Mauritius signed a Protocol 
for amending the Convention for the 
avoidance of double taxation and the 
prevention of fiscal evasion with respect to 
taxes on Income and capital gains and for 
the encouragement of mutual trade and 
investment which was signed on 24 August 
1982.  The key changes for residents of 
Mauritius are as follows:

CAPITAL GAINS
The taxation of capital gains realised in 
India by a resident of Mauritius is being 
changed as follows:
• Investments made until 31 March 2017 

– the gains will not be taxed in India as 
presently applicable.

• Investments made from 1 April 2017 to 
31 March 2019 – the gains will be taxed 
in India at 50% of the rates applicable 
in India, subject to the fulfilment of the 
conditions in the newly introduced 
Limitation of Benefits Article.

• Investments made after 31 March 2017 
– the gains will be fully taxed in India.
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On the 16th and 17th of February 2016, the Chinese Business Chamber in collaboration with the 
Chinese People’s Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries (CPAFFC), the China Cultural 
Centre and Footbridge Association organised a Chinese Painting and Paper Cutting Exhibition, 
the theme of which was “Voyage aux iles Vanille – Maurice” at the premises of the China 
Cultural Centre.

Four painters from the provinces of Liaoning and Shandong and three paper-cutting art-ists 
from the Children’s Palace, Fengtai District, Beijing, demonstrated their skills and ex-hibited their 
works. A selection of the works of some local artists from the Footbridge As-sociation was also 
on display. There was an opportunity for the Chinese and local artists to exchange their views 
on their respective painting techniques and also an interaction with the public.

PAINTING 
EXHIBITION The event was launched by the 

Honourable Minister Alain Wong, Mr 
Yuan Mindao, Di-rector General of 
the Asia-Africa Desk of the Chinese 
People’s Association for Friendship 
with Foreign Countries, His 
Excellency Mr Li Li, Ambassador of 
the Republic of China in Mauritius, 
Mr Song Yanqun, director of the 
China Cultural Centre and Mr Lee 
Meng How Onsiong, President of 
the Chinese Business Chamber. 

Government officials from the 
provinces of Liaoning and 
Shandong accompanied the 
CPAFFC delegation to Mauritius. 
There is a twinning agreement 
between the District Council of 
Savanne and the city of Qingdao in 
the Province of Shandong and this 
friend-ship was strengthened by the 
visit of a delegation of Savanne to 
Shandong in 2013. The officials took 
the opportunity of their trip to 
Mauritius to pay a courtesy visit and 
discuss potential areas of 
cooperation with the councillors of 
the District Council of Savanne. The 
Chinese Business Chamber 
organised this meeting.
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BREXIT : THE U.K 
EMBRACING A 
GLOBALISED 
UNCERTAIN  FUTURE

A Historic Decision
There are decades where nothing happens;  
and weeks where decades happen. This 
statement by Vladimir Lenin has been aptly 
quoted to describe the historic decision of 
the British electorate to quit the EU, a decision 
that will have far-reaching consequences for 
decades to come, both for the U.K ( or what 
remains of it should Scotland leave the United 
Kingdom) and the rest of the EU . For a start, 
the standing of both the U.K and the EU is being 
adversely affected. The pound Sterling is at a 31-
year low against the Dollar and there are calls 
for referendums in France and the Netherlands.

A LOOK AT THE 
CRYSTAL BALL

Now that the new British Prime Minister Theresa 
May has stated that BREXIT means BREXIT, we 
need to evaluate the impact of this decision 

on the future of the U.K. Before the referendum, a 
number of institutions came out in support of the U.K 
remaining in the U.K , warning about its negative 
consequences for economic growth, investment 
and employment creation. There is truth in this 
argument as the period of transition to the eventual 
signing of new trade agreements will be marked by 
uncertainty and this will certainly undermine business 
confidence and hurt consumer sentiment.

The question is what will the U.K look like in future? It is 
currently the world’s 5 th  largest economy and ranks 
10th in terms of global competitiveness according to 
the World Economic Forum Global Competitiveness 
Report for 2015/2016. Its insurance , pharmaceuticals 
and aerospace industries are among the most 
competitive in the world. Its finance industry has 
been growing from strength to strength although 
there was concern that the U.K’ s decision not to 
join the Euro would be detrimental to prospects 
for this industry. The same concern was voiced for 
the car manufacturing industry but this too has 
seen tremendous growth, largely due to the level 
of productivity achieved by Japanese companies 
operating there. In fact, the U.K is producing more 
cars nowadays  than it used too when the industry 
was financed by British investment with companies 
like British Leyland etc.

In the field of high tech , the U.K has been able to 
take advantage of the growth in demand for mobile 
devices like mobile phones and tablets. Indeed, the 
micro processor being used in many of such devices 
are designed and produced by ARM, a British 
company . In fact, ARM has turned out  to be more 
innovative than Intel, which dominated the market 
for microprocessors for fixed devices like Desktops.
The future will normally depend on what types of 
trade deals are struck. However, there is a group of 
economists who hold the view that the U.K would 
be better off by unilaterally declaring itself to be 
a free trade country, dismantling all tariff barriers . 
Professor Patrick Minford, who has written a book 

entitled “Should the U.K leave the EU “ believes 
that when leaving the EU, the U.K should lift all the 
common external tariffs on all imports. It should also 
adopt its own quality standards and regulations 
as EU ones act as non - tariff barriers. According 
to his calculations, such a unilateral action would 
immediately reduce the price level by more 
than 10 %, thus boosting the U.K ‘s international 
competitiveness. Resources can then be released 
from less efficient sectors which have been 
protected from competition by tariff and non - tariff 
barriers to sectors that are efficient, thus expanding 
these sectors at lower cost  than would have been 
possible if the inefficient sectors still benefitted from 
protection. Consumers will enjoy lower prices and 
an increase in real income. With better growth 
prospects, business and consumer confidence will 
improve and a virtuous circle will be set in motion 
as new investment  generates additional demand , 
employment and further growth.

Maybe the most cogent argument in favour of 
BREXIT is whether the EU will survive the turbulent 
times ahead. Indeed, whereas the U.S and Asia have 
recovered from the 2008 financial crisis , the EU is still 
suffering from the aftermath of the Great Recession. 
Furthermore, unlike their U.S counterparts, European 
banks have not been restructured and this may 
give rise to serious systemic risks .Italy , in particular, 
is most at risk as its banks have an average of 17% 
of non - performing loans. A few years ago at the 
peak of the sovereign crisis in Greece, there was 
concern about the very survival of the Euro and 
Greece represents only 2% of the EU’ s economy. 
Italy is the EU’s third largest economy and should 
that country’ s banking system run into trouble, 
the risks to the Euro Zone will be much higher. With 
hindsight, the U.K was right in not joining the Euro, 
can it also be right by exiting from the EU now and 
endure short - term pain for long - term gain ? There 
is saying that history repeats itself. Only time will tell 
whether the British people , by voting to leave the 
EU on the 23rd of June, 2016, are on the right or 
wrong side of history.Ph
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In its Vision 2030, the Government of Mauritius 
expressed its will to bring Mauritius into the league 
of high income economies. One of the main points 

was the opening up of Mauritius and new air access 
policies.  Since then, there has been Memorandum 
of Understanding and new routes opened that 
sustain the government’s strategy.  

Air connectivity is crucial in unlocking the island’s 
economic growth potential. With the tourism sector 
as an economic pillar, it is vital for Mauritius to develop 
new markets and open new routes for the country’s 

economic prosperity. Improved air connectivity will 
increase the attrac-tiveness of Mauritius to investors.   
“The Air Corridor” project is an initiative of the 
Mauritian Government following the signature of a 
collaboration agreement between Air Mauritius and 
Changi Airport in October 2015.  On the 11th March 
2016, the Mauritian Government launched the “Air 
Corridor” with direct flights be-tween Mauritius and 

Singapore. Three flights per week are scheduled. 
This comes in additions to the weekly flights 
to China and Malaysia.   The policy aims to 
create an air corridor between Asia and Africa, 
leveraging on Mauritius’ strategic location.   
The “Asia-Africa Air Corridor” is an initiative 
aimed at developing Mauritius and Singapore 
as air hubs to nurture new air routes that will 
move goods, capital and people between Asia, 
Africa and beyond. Air Mauritius has extended 
its operations to the African continents by 
adding Dar es Salaam (Tanzania) and Maputo 
(Mozambique) to its lines. 
On the West side of the corridor, Memoranda of 
Understanding/Bilateral Air Services Agreements 
have already been signed between Mauritius 
and Botswana, Comoros, Republic of Congo, 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Nigeria, Rwanda, Seychelles, 
South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe.  While on the Eastern 
side Memoranda of Understanding/Bilateral 
Air Services Agreements have been signed 
with China, Hong Kong, In-donesia, Malaysia, 
Thailand and Vietnam.  A Memorandum of 
Understanding with Japan is cur-rently in the 
process of being finalised.  
Mauritius is also working on creating another 
hub in Amsterdam.  
Apart from the national carrier, the country has 
granted air access to six new carriers, including 
low cost airlines. As from October 2016, Air Asia 
will be the first long haul and low cost airline to 
operate in Mauritius with three weekly flights 
to Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia) and is planned to 
grow to five weekly flights in July 2017.  
Mauritius has laid out the grounds to become 
the bridge between Asia and Africa. The success 
of the policy shall bring economic growth to the 
country and is the future of Mauritius.   

THE ERA OF AIR CONNECTIVITY

Aurelie  Fong

The CBC has collaborated with OVEC 
to offer a scholarships to the members 
of the CBC. OVEC has successfully 
negotiated with the UCSI University 
from Malaysia to offer scholarship 
to CBC members. The University is 
offering scholarships to CBC members 
subject to meeting the university’s 
requirements.

UCSI UNIVERSITY 
MALAYSIAN 
SCHOLARSHIP

12
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In a spirit of solidarity for its members, it is with great pleasure that the 
CBC is launching this new service. 

If you are facing some professional issues/problems or are simply in 
need of some advice, the CBC may help you by putting some resource 
persons at your service.

COMPLIMENTARY LEGAL ADVICE

Me. J. Tsang Mang Kin (Barrister)
Me. E. Tong Sam (Barrister)
 
COMPLIMENTARY ACCOUNTING ADVICE

Mr James Ho Fong (ACCA)
Mr David Koon Kam King (ACA)
 
COMPLIMENTARY I.T/COMPUTER ADVICE & SECURITY

Mr Tin-Yuen Yong Kwen Chong
Mr David Tin Shouk Fong
Mr Pierre Lou Leung Yin Ko
Mr Jerome To

MENTORSHIP SCHEME  
TERMS & CONDITIONS FOR 
COMPLIMENTARY SERVICE FOR 
CBC MEMBERS

The CBC Mentor Scheme is a unique opportunity for Young Members 
to be matched with an experienced professional to gain one-to-one 
careers advice, support and guidance into their profession and sector. 

Please contact us at office@cbcmauritius.com for more details

We are looking for volunteers 
to serve on our various Board 
Committees (Membership, 
Communication, Events, 
CSR, Professional Services, 
President’s dinner, etc).  If you 
are interested to serve, please 
contact the CBC office or any 
of its Board Officers.   Youthful 
or female members are 
particularly encouraged to 
volunteer.

THE CBC LAUNCHES 
COMPLIMENTARY PROFESSIONAL 
& CONSULTANCY ADVICE
FOR ITS MEMBERS!

WE NEED YOU!
VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED!

Advertise in the
CBC Newsletter!
By advertising in the CBC 
newsletter, not only will you 
be supporting our non-for-
profit activities which help 
make a difference in our 
community, but you will also 
be creating awareness for 
your services and products to 
the community. Your advert 
will be seen by top executives, 
managers, business owners, 
entrepreneurs of the country. 
Contact the CBC Office 
(office@cbcmauritius.com or 
cbcmauritius@gmail.com) or 
the Editor-in-chief, Delphine 
Sik Yuen (del.ysy@gmail.
com) for more details on this 
amazing opportunity.

Jerome is currently the Secretary of 
the Chinese Business Chamber and 
is also an exec-utive member of Hua 
Lien Association. He is the Head of 
Business Development of Mobi Move 
Ltd, a digital agency specialising in 
mobile application development and 
its sister company, Breakfast Ltd which 
specialises in digital advertising.
 
After working in the financial services 
sector (a Trader in Forex/Equities/
Derivatives) for 8 years, Jerome 
decided to start a new venture with 
some partners in the Digital economy.

A MOBILE 
APPLICATIONS 
INTERVIEW WITH
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SO TO BEGIN, WHAT ARE  MOBILE 
APPLICATIONS?

 
A mobile application is a type of software developed specifically for use on mobile devic-es, such 
as smartphones and tablets rather than desktop or laptop computers. It can also be used as a 
communication tool so as to increase visibility to all customers and build strong relationships between 
businesses and their customers.

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A 
MOBILE APPLICATION AND A MOBILE 
WEBSITE?

 
What people often refer to as mobile websites are simply websites that can be adapted and 
reshaped so as to fit on the screen of mobile devices. Those websites use a new technology called 
“responsiveness”, which means that the layout and/or content on the website responds or adapts 
based on the size of the screen they are presented on.  On the other hand,  Mobile apps are 
specifically designed to fit the screen of all mobile de-vices.
 
There are many differences between mobile apps and websites, but to summarise, mo-bile apps are 
specifically designed for smartphones and tablets whereas websites are not. A mobile app, remains 
on the user’s smartphone, and is therefore ideal for frequent and repeated use.

WHAT CAN BUSINESSES ACCOMPLISH 
WITH MOBILE APPLICATIONS THAT 
THEY COULD NOT ACCOMPLISH WITH 
WEBSITES?

 
More efficient communication.

When you develop an app, it gives you an easy way to showcase your products or ser-vices to your 
current and prospective customers. They can just use the App as a one-stop point to get all the 
information they need at anytime.
 
To understand why, let’s take the example of Facebook, which is the most popular online social 
networking service in the world, but also one of the biggest and most successful tech companies. 
Some years ago, Facebook was merely a website used to communicate among friends. To be able 
to write/read news to your friends, one had to open the brows-er (internet explorer, mozilla or other), 
type www.facebook.coom, login by entering the username and password. Once logged in, one 
had to check the email inbox and finally open the mail to read it. This was a tedious process.
 
Today, Facebook has developed its own mobile application and is increasingly used by smartphone 
users. The Facebook app reduces the processing steps and makes it more user friendly. Any message 
that you receive, is automatically reported to you by a system that we call “push notification”.
 
If you compare the processes of a website to that of a mobile app, you will note that for a website 
you have an average of 5 steps to follow before accessing your email whereas with the mobile app, 
this is reduced to one single click.

In websites, it is the user who has to go and seek the information, whereas with a mobile app, it is the 
information that comes to the user.
  
 

HOW DO YOU HANDLE SECURITY ISSUES?
 
Security is indeed very important! We need to make sure that all our apps are 100% se-cure before launching 
an app. Applying security best practices to mobile app develop-ment, including the use of source code 
scanning tools, can help make mobile apps be resilient to any attack.
 
At Mobi Move, we use a special server which is located abroad, with a well- known com-pany. From time 
to time, we also practice some tests to check our security level.
 

 

DO YOU HAVE ANY PROJECTS IN 
DEVELOPMENT AT THE MOMENT?

 
We have several exciting projects in the pipeline including in the automobile and health care sectors.
 
Recently we delivered Ecitizen to Mauritius Telecom, which is a mobile application that centralises the 
grievances of the customers and alerts the necessary authorities. We have also launched our in-house 
project Promo King which was met with encouraging and positive responses from our users. We are also  
continuously improving the user experience of our existing apps, for example the l’Express app can now 
display videos.
 
 
 

HOW CAN MY APP MAKE MONEY FOR 
BUSINESSES?

 
There are many ways to monetise a mobile application. It all depends on your business model.
 
For example, you can apply a downloading fee for the app, you can sell products in the app, etc. The 
‘freemium’ model is one of the most common ways for free apps to make money. I’m sure you’ve seen it in 
use plenty of times before. Freemium apps are free to download, but they contain in-app purchases (IAP’s). 
When I say ‘Freemium Upsell’ I’m referring to apps that offer limited free functionality, with the option to 
unlock full function-ality with an IAP. The general idea is that a user can download & use an app for free. If 
they like it and want more from the app, they have the option of spending money to get it.

A mobile application can be used as communication tool for a business, but a mobile ap-plication can 
become a business for communication as well. Technology is not a limit, the limit is the imagination.
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PromoKing QR Code
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ANNUAL 
PRESIDENT’S DINNER 
HELD ON 24TH 
MARCH 2016 AT THE 
INTERCONTINENTAL 
MAURITIUS RESORT 
BALACLAVA
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On Wednesday 25th May 
2016, the Chinese Business 
Chamber (Mauritius) signed 

a Memorandum of Understanding 
with the South African Chamber of 
Commerce in Mauritius designed 
to strengthen ties between the two 
business chambers.

The South African Chamber 
of Commerce in Mauritius was 
established on 19th September 2013.  
It is a non-profit organisation which 
promotes the interest of its members 
and encourages bi-lateral trade 
between Mauritius and South Africa, 
as well as promoting Mauritius as a 
regional hub for investments into 
Africa.

With similar objectives and values, 
the two      accessing a wider 
network of business opportunities.  
Each Chamber is granted Associate 
Status with the other and members 
will be able to attend each other 
talks and events and will seek to 
enhance joint collaborations in the 
future.

The potential of this Memorandum 
of Understanding is very promising 
for both Chambers.

20

We have all heard of cases in which families cannot 
sell their family assets because all the heirs having 
migrated can no longer be contacted; or family 

feuds arising from lack of planning for succession in the family 
business; or still, family disputes which arise from lack of clarity 
or perceived unfairness during the sharing of assets upon the 
demise of the parents or grandparents; disputes arising simply 
due to lack knowledge of the laws governing succession.

The above are some of the issues which were dealt with by 
Ex-Chief Justice Hon. Bernard Yeung Sik Yuen, GOSK and 
Mrs Danielle Low Kwan Sang, the orators, at the lively and 
well-attended talk organised jointly by the Chinese Business 
Chamber and the Hua Lien Association.

Hon. Bernard Sik Yuen explained the distinction between 
Family and Business Legacy and how Sino-Mauritian leaders 
need to plan for it as a long-term strategy for the survival and 
growth of the business. One major requisite is the recruitment 
of independent managers who will manage the business 
professionally. 

Mrs Danielle Low Kwan Sang explained that succession 
for assets located in Mauritius is normally dealt with in 
accordance with Mauritius State Succession Law whereas 
assets located in other countries are dealt in accordance 
with the Law of Succession in the country where the assets are 
located.  Moreover in most countries, it is important to have 
a will whereas in Mauritius, though a will is not crucial, it is very 
desirable to have a comprehensive listing of all the assets of 
the family or owner. Only a small portion of moveable assets 
can be willed in accordance with the wishes of the owner.

To conclude, both resource persons strongly advise for the 
inclusion of a succession plan for both business and family 
successions to avoid potential and costly disputes in the future.

TALK ON SUCCESSION 
PLANNING

21

From left to right: Patrice Tze (Board member CBC), Jerome To (Secretary CBC), Richard Robinson (President 
SACOCM), Lee Meng How Onsiong (President CBC), Jacinda Redman (Secretary SACOCM), Antoine Kon 
Kam King (Vice President CBC), Bilal Adam (Board Member SACCOM).”
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VISIT TO CBC

Since 2015, the Government of Mauritius 
has set up a program to make SMEs 
the backbone of the economy. 

On May 26th, a joint talk entitled “Growing 
your business by taking advantage of SME 
schemes” was held at Hua Lien.

The 2 speakers present that day were Mr 
Ravin Bumma, the Business Development 
Officer from MyBiz, and Mr Kooshraj 
Soobarah, the Account Executive Team 
Leader from the MCB’s Business Banking 
Unit/Retail SBU.

Mr Bumma opened his talk about the 
contribution of SMEs to the economy.
Following that he introduced MyBiz as 
a SME One Stop Shop, which includes a 
Business Development Service, a Licensing 
unit, and a Financing scheme.

He spoke in detail about the SME Development 
Scheme, highlighting the 6 main points,

i. ICT and other Export services
ii. Manufacturing
iii. Bio-farming & Agri-business
iv. Aqua culture & Ocean economy related
v. Renewable & Green Energy
vi. Handicraft (locally manufactured)

and how these were being given priority by the 
government at this time.

The next speaker, Mr Soobarah spoke about 
“Passion” in the SME community, and the 
various situations he has experienced whilst 
working with SMEs.

He highlighted 3 main points: Challenges, 
Financing of SMEs, and SME Financing schemes.

Each segment was clearly explained, with 
specific information given relating to errors often 
seen in the use of finance and its management.

TALK ON 
SMALL AND  

MEDIUM 
ENTERPRISE 

Delegation from the Chinese Chamber of Commerce in Eastern Africa

Delegation from the Hakka Associations from Beijing and Shenzhen
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Mr Zhang Xiaoqing (Steven), Head of Preparatory from the Bank of China (Mauritius) Limited 

C
BC

 M
a

ur
iti

us
 V

ol
 3

, I
ss

ue
 4

 A
ug

us
t 2

01
6

President – ONSIONG Lee Meng How – 李孟浩

Vice President – KON KAM KING Antoine – 管安东

Secretary – TO CHOI WAN Jerome – 杜 书 梁

Assistant Secretary – YOO FOO Peter – 李 瑞景

Treasurer – YONG KWEN CHONG Tin Yuen – 楊定源

Assistant Treasurer – KOON KAM KING David – 管汉雄

Immediate Past President – LEONG SON Laval – 梁永万

Member – TZE SEK SUM Patrice – 谢文攻

Member – TONG SAM Eddy – 李存昌

Member – HO FONG James

Member – CHITSON Franky – 彭梁 C
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